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Thistle Systems has enabled one of the UK’s leading meat producers to transform the effectiveness 
of their cold storage facility by delivering a push back racking solutions which provided 312 pallet 
positions in 307 square metres of floor space.

The client was looking to Max the Cube in their new cold storage facility so that they could bring their 
external storage requirements in house and reduce their monthly spend per pallet stored.

They had originally been looking at drive in racking. However, after discussing the issues of space 
utilisation, as well as the likelihood of racking damage and the impact that repairs would have on 
the available space and floor, Thistle Systems’ Maxi Cube Push Back Racking proved to be the most 
effective solution.

Thistle’s Project team worked closely with the client to understand their requirements and the type 
of forklift being used which enabled them to design 3 blocks of push back racking which would 
maximise the storage capacity in the available space.

To ensure they took advantage of every available millimetre of space, Thistle used a push back 
racking solution consisting of; 5 pallets deep, 3 pallets deep and 2 pallets deep, all by 3 pallets high, 
to ensure the required 500mm of clear air space was left. This ensured the refrigeration system could 
continue to circulate the cold air around the cold store and maintain the desired temperature.

Thistle also delivered a fourth block of push back racking in the dry goods storage area which 
provided 165 pallet positions in just 81 square metres of floor space.

Thistle Systems’ Food and Drink Project Manager, Roddy Wylie, explained, “Drive-In Racking is often 
seen as the cheapest high-density solution for cold store applications, however, the true lifetime 
costs are far greater especially when you take into consideration that drive in racking only delivers 
an average of 65% utilisation.” 

Roddy continued, “But the most tangible ongoing cost for drive-in racking is the inevitable damage 
to uprights, the consequential costs of replacing the damaged uprights and critically in the food 
industry, the costs of relocating goods whilst the repairs are being made.”

With all this in mind, Thistle Systems Maxi Cube Push Back Racking was the clear winner.

Contact us now to find out more about innovative Thistle Max the Cube solutions that can improve 
your cold store performance.
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"This drawing, contents, and supporting explanatory information are confidential and the sole exclusive property of Thistle Storage Equipment Limited, trading as Thistle Systems Group and Max The Cube.
They are not to be disclosed, used, copied, or reproduced by any means or stored electronically either in whole or in part without the prior written permission of Thistle Systems. We accept no liability arising
howsoever caused for any use of this drawing, its contents, and / or any supporting explanatory information where used other for the express purpose for which they were produced."

*Please use any dimensions provided. Do not scale off the drawing
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MAX FACTS 

•	 312 pallet positions in 2 cold store areas
•	 Additional 165 pallet positions for dry 
goods in 80 sq m

•	 Combination of 5 deep, 3 deep and 2 
deep push back racking

•	 Reduced external storage requirements 
by 100% 

•	 Delivered excellent Return on 
Investment
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